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Neighbourhood Planning Project for Bartlett School of 
Planning: Linking students to community groups 
 

2012-2013 report 
 
July 2013 
 
This report describes the range of neighbourhood planning activity undertaken 
by Bartlett students, including mapping, surveys, report writing, community 
engagement and desk top research.   
 
This activity builds upon the experience gained in two past years of activity 
supported by small grants from UCL's Public Engagement Unit, bringing ad-hoc 
activity into the mainstream of planning education (and research). 
 
Recruitment was mainly through 2 sessions held at the Bartlett in November 
2012 advertised to all planning students and attended by 40 students in total.  
Just Space identified community groups requesting support, provided briefings 
to the students, introduced them to the community group and has been involved 
throughout with mentoring support. 
 
 
Unity Neighbourhood Forum (Brent) 
 
Fair Share Trust Brent has come to the end of a 10 year programme funded by the 
Big Lottery.  It sought to build upon this through the development of a 
neighbourhood forum and plan.  The aim was to put the wards of Church End 
and Roundwood back on the map, address poverty and tackle the high numbers 
of young people without homes and jobs.  Just Space assisted in the production of 
a clear geographical boundary for the neighbourhood forum, a written 
constitution and engagement with residents, businesses and other stakeholders.   
Designation of the neighbourhood forum is expected in July 2013.  UCL students 
participated in many of the meetings as a learning experience.   
 
Activity November 2012 – July 2013 

• Produced report from a walkabout of the neighbourhood, map of 
businesses on Church Road and of an industrial estate within the 
neighbourhood forum area 

• Produced maps of existing trees and street furniture 
• Have begun thinking about the street design for Church Road and made 

interim presentation to the Neighbourhood Forum in July. 
 
Students attended  

• A focus group with Housing Association tenants 
• A public meeting to launch the neighbourhood forum at which a student 

presented the mapping of businesses 
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• A negotiating meeting with Brent Council planning officers on designation 
of Neighbourhood Forum boundary. 

• A public exhibition of the masterplan for Church Road 
 
3 students have contributed, of whom 2 continue.   
 
 
London Waterways Commission Freight Group 
 
The aim of the Freight Group, which is coordinated by Regents Network, a Just 
Space member group, and includes small commercial operators, is to use the 
potential of London’s waterways to carry freight as part of a modal shift away 
from freight transport by road.   
 
The project with UCL aims to identify potential loading and unloading sites 
(small wharves) on London’s canal network and then to engage with the relevant 
London Boroughs to assist them in identifying theses wharves in their Local 
Plans.  Many large wharves on the River Thames are already safeguarded under 
the GLA Safeguarded Wharves Strategy but smaller wharves on the canals are not 
given formal protection of any sort. 
 
Activity November 2012 – July 2013 

• Meeting with London Assembly Member Murad Qureshi and the London 
Waterways Commission Freight Group at City Hall. 

• Walkabouts on 3 canals Regents Canal,  Grand Union Canal Paddington 
Arm, Lee Navigation identifying potential new wharves.   

• Surveys of Borough Core Strategies to determine policy on canals and 
freight, and seek contact person and evidence base documents  

• Mapping information from the canal walks and producing visualisations of 
new wharves to present to Boroughs. 

 
7 students have contributed, and 2 continue to be involved.  Our contact person 
with the Freight Group has found the student input very positive, encouraging 
them to produce detailed documentation for the 3 canals and to consider new 
aspects. 
 
 
Charlton Riverside (Greenwich) 
 
Industrial estates (10 in total) along the riverside in Charlton face considerable 
pressure from residential development.  Greenwich Council has produced a 
masterplan for Charlton Riverside, ahead of an examination of its Local Plan.  
This proposes the release of a significant amount of industrial land.   
 
The aim of the project is to make existing businesses aware of the Council’s plans, 
and to work with them to make the case for local economic development based on 
local employment, production of goods and services that local people and firms 
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need, the potential of recycling and waste as growth industries and better use of 
the river for distribution. 
 
Activity October 2012 – January 2013 

• Created map of the area showing the safeguarded wharves, 10 industrial 
estates, and individual businesses 

• Desk top mapping using business directories and postcode searches to 
show what businesses exist and the number of vacant units (small) 

• Identified survey sample of the main industries – foundry, food 
processing, hi tech, small crafts, recycling 

• On site interviews on targeted industrial estates  
• Project report 

 
The main findings were that the low rent and generous physical space available 
are key to the operation of their business and having to move away from Charlton 
Riverside would present significant problems.  Almost every company indicated a 
degree of interaction with other businesses on their industrial estate.  The 
majority of employees are local and many businesses recycle locally.   
 
2 students contributed. 
 
 
Greenwich Core Strategy 
 
This was the final stage of consultation before submission and examination.  It 
was important that a wide range of community interests made representations on 
the document and London Tenants Federation organized 3 workshops in support 
of this.  
 
Activity April – May 2013 
 

• Attended workshops with community groups  
• Summarised the Open Space Study (an evidence base document for the 

Core Strategy) and produced model representation for the policy on 
economic activity  

• Took workshop notes which were made use of in the representations.    
 
2 students contributed. 
 
 
London Plan Examination in Public (REMA)  
 
The latest alterations to the London Plan underwent public examination (EiP) in 
November 2012.  Community groups who were making representations 
requested research support from UCL Bartlett through Just Space. 
 
Activity November 2012 
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A group of 4 students worked on cycle parking standards and another group of 4 
students on affordable housing research reports.   Discovered that the cycle 
parking standard for Universities was 15 years out of date and gathered evidence 
on the application of TfL’s  covered cycle stands rules.  One of the students 
presented at the EiP and discussed with a GLA officer the need for a review of 
cycle space standards at universities. 
 
1 student provided research on health policy. 
 
A total of 3 UCL students presented evidence at the EiP ( on cycle parking 
standards, health, gypsies and travelers) 
 
 
Slade Green Neighbourhood Plan (Bexley) 
 
A community group that is part of "Big Local" (10 year Lottery funded 
programme) wanted to link their Big Local Plan with a neighbourhood plan.  
They sought help with mapping industrial space and green space. 
 
Activity November 2012 
Walkabout to identify existing and potential sites for green space  
Produced map  
 
2 students contributed. 
  
 
Carpenters Estate Community Plan 
 
In response to the displacement of residents from the tower blocks on the estate, 
and the vision of Newham Council set out in the Stratford Masterplan and in the 
co-operation agreement with UCL Estates, residents decided to produce their 
own Community Plan.  Just Space and London Tenants Federation provided 
technical and community engagement support, with considerable input from 
UCL students. 
 
Activity January – July 2013  

• Reviewed existing research on refurbishment v demolition and produced 
briefing paper with detailed case studies (1 student did this as part of a 
placement with UCL Urban Lab).  Urban Lab propose to take this forward 
with a seminar in autumn 2013. 

• Summary of evidence base documents to the Stratford Opportunity Area 
Masterplan, identifying references to the Carpenters estate and producing 
a briefing for local residents. 

• Attended workshops with residents and businesses 
• Walkabout with residents to map transport and access issues and inform 

policy within the community plan. 
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• Interviewed businesses and produced directory of businesses on estate and 
their current situation and aspirations  

• Assisted with Community Plan exhibition in May 2013 – maps, curation, 
interviewing visitors 

• Door to door survey of residents in June –July 2013 
 
6 students have contributed.  
 
Support to community groups in Euston area in preparing their 
observations on the HS2 consultation 
 
Tenants' groups in estates near Euston threatened with displacement by HS2 
asked for support (via LTF and Just Space) just a few weeks before consultations 
closed in July 2013.  Staff and 3 BSP students were able to take part in meetings 
with the groups, with others in the pan-Camden alliance, Council leaders and 
HS2 staff. We were able to assist in the structuring and presentation of the rich 
mass of evidence held by these local groups and perhaps increased their 
confidence in their evident skill and expertise.  Two students were able to give 
extra help in editorial commentary on draft submissions. 
 
 
Community Participation in City Strategies  UCL course module 
January – March 2013  URBNG007 
 
The course took the 3 scales of the London planning system (London Plan, 
Borough plans and neighbourhood planning) as the backdrop for student 
contributions to collaborative research projects in association with community 
groups.   The course brought into the classroom community experts from Ealing 
(on Crossrail impact), Hackney housing, London Gypsy and Traveller Unit, Client 
Earth’s Healthy Air Campaign, Grove Park Neighbourhood Forum and West 
Kensington and Gibbs Green tenants organisation. 
  
Subjects chosen for individual student course assessment work:- 

• Skills and expertise needed by Neighbourhood Forums (interviews with 
King’s Cross, Bankside, Somers Town) 

• Social infrastructure and CIL (Newham Tenants Union) 
• Pubs as Assets of Community Value (Grove Park, Lewisham and Ivy 

House, Southwark) 
• Allocation of housing sites through SHLAA (impact on gypsies and 

travelers) 
• Crossrail and local economic development  (Ealing) 
• Air quality neutral 
• Climate Change Strategies (London Friends of the Earth and Harrow) 
• Social impact of mega transport projects (Spitalfields 1989, Whitechapel 

2007) 
 
9 students took the module and a further 4 students audited as an extra course.  
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UCL Bartlett  - staff support  
 
Staff workshop  June 2012. Discussion with 10 BSP staff on potentialities and 
difficulties of linking teaching and research to community group needs.  Followed 
up by various 1:1 contacts and exchanges during the year. 
 
Presentations to HaeRan Shin classes  
March 2013 – lecture to 250 Masters students on Community Participation and 
Planning 
April 2013 – introduced organisations that students could contact for their MSc 
dissertations 
 
2 of the students from HaeRan’s class attended a meeting of those interested in 
working with community groups and have since taken part in the Greenwich Core 
Strategy and Carpenters Community Plan activities. 
 
Presentation to inaugural meeting of  the London Action and Research on 
Regeneration Group – known as LARRG - in May 2013 (a UCL Urban Lab 
initiative).   The presentation provided a summary of students collaborative work 
with community groups and identified current research needs arising from 
regeneration projects.  
 
 
Dissemination 
 
Briefings on the neighbourhood planning activity described in this report have 
been disseminated internally at the Bartlett through staff updates (emails, one to 
one meetings and collective meetings) and externally through Just Space network 
meetings and the Just Space websites. 


